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The Cherry Tree 
(A Short Story)

Prose 
The Cherry Tree

- By Ruskin Bond



LET’S BEGIN 

 PLEASE TAKE OUT YOUR  NEW MULBERRY ENGLISH 

COURSEBOOK.

 OPEN IT AT PAGE NUMBER 30. THE CHERRY TREE BY RUSKIN 

BOND.

 EACH PAGE IS EXPLAINED IN THE FORM OF A SIMPLE SUMMARY 

IN THE FOLLOWING SLIDES .

 TO FURTHER HELP YOU, A GLOSSARY (MEANINGS OF  DIFFICULT 

WORDS) IS  SEPARATELY GIVEN. ( DO NOT WRITE THE GLOSSARY 

IN NOTEBOOK)

 CLICK THE GIVEN LINK AND LISTEN TO THE AUDIO CAREFULLY.

 HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=M3OOFRZNXJQ



THE CHERRY TREE  
- RUSKIN BOND 

About The Author

Ruskin bond (b.1934) was born in Kasauli, India. 
He now lives in Mussoorie. The first book he read 
as a child was Ali in wonderland: and other tall 
tales. The room on the roof was published when he 
was 21, and was partly based on his experience in 
Dehradun. Though he has authored several 
collections, Rusty’s adventures, The Panther’s Moon, 
The Night Train at Deoli, and Our Trees Still Grow 
at Dehra are his most popular story collections.



 CHARACTERS: RAKESH AND HIS GRANDFATHER

 SETTING – OUTSKIRTS OF MUSSOORIE

 POINT OF VIEW- THIRD PERSON , NARRATOR OR THE AUTHOR 
IS TELLING THE STORY.

 THEME- CARE FOR ANIMALS AND PLANTS . IT HAS 
UNDERLYING THEMES OF STRUGGLE, DEDICATION, PRIDE, 
GROWTH AND RESPONSIBILITY

 MOOD- FEELING OF LOVE FOR NATURE AND HAPPINESS

 PLOT- RAKESH PLANTS A SEED THAT FACES A LOT OF 
DIFFICULTIES BEFORE GROWING INTO A CHERRY TREE.

Elements of the Prose- The Cherry Tree



NOW WHEN YOU 
HAVE GONE 

THROUGH THE VIDEO 
AND HAVE 

UNDERSTOOD 
ELEMENTS OF A  

PROSE, LET’S READ 
THE TEXT .



PAGE NUMBER 30. 

EXPLANATION

Rakesh, a six year old boy, lived with his grandfather 
on the outskirts of Mussoorie. Rakesh’s grandfather 
was a retired forest ranger and had a little cottage. 
One day Rakesh walked home from the Mussoorie 
bazaar, eating sweet and sour  cherries. He was on 
his way home from his school . He was left with 
only three cherries. He offered his grandfather a 
cherry and quickly ate the other two. 



PAGE NUMBER 31

EXPLANATION

Rakesh kept on rolling the last seed of cherry round and 
round  until its strong flavour had gone. He took out the 
seed on his palm and asked his grandfather if the cherry 
seeds were lucky. Grandfather replied yes and explained him 
that nothing is lucky if you put it away, which means that 
nothing is lucky if it is not used . Grandfather advised Rakesh 
that if he wanted luck , he should plant the seed and that is 
how it would be in use. Rakesh planted the cherry seed .

During winter evenings , Rakesh and his grandfather used to 
spend time sitting near a charcoal fire . Grandfather used to 
tell  Rakesh stories of people who turned into animals and in 
turn Rakesh would read him from the newspaper.



Page number 32
Explanation

One morning Rakesh saw a twig in the garden but soon 
he realised that it was the cherry tree which has come 
out of the seed he planted last year. Both Rakesh and 
his grandfather had almost forgotten about the seed, 
so they were surprised and happy to see the plant. 
After grandfather’s suggestion Rakesh watered the 
plant and circled it with small stones.
When the cherry tree was about two feet high , one 
day a goat entered the garden and ate all the leaves.
Only the main stem and two thin branches of the trees 
were left . Seeing this Rakesh became very sad, but his 
grandfather cheered him up and told him that the 
cherry trees are tough , it will grow again.
By the end of the rainy season the cherry tree had new 
leaves but then a woman cutting grass cut the cherry 
tree in two .
Rakesh and his Grandfather  thought that probably the 
cherry tree would die.



Page Number 33
Explanation

The cherry tree was tough and had no plans to 
die. Monsoon arrived and Rakesh went to his 
parent’s village. When he came back the cherry 
tree was up to the height of his chest. Rakesh 
loved the tree so much that even when it rained 
,he sometimes watered it. He wanted the tree to 
know that he was always there to care for it.

Then came the time when the tree began to 
have visitors (insects, animals etc.) .The first 
visitor of the tree was a praying mantis and the 
next was a hairy caterpillar. 
During winter the road to the grandfather's 
village got blocked due to snow and he could not 
get the newspaper as a result of which his stories 
began to have sad ending.
One day grandfather stood in front of the cherry 
tree and shouted to call Rakesh to show him 
something.



Page Number 34
Explanation

Rakesh and his grandfather looked continuously with 
surprise at the cherry tree as if it did some magic. The 
tree began to have flowers!
Soon the tree had more flowers, bees came to feed 
on the nectar in the blossom .
With the arrival of summer, the tree had small but 
some sour cherries, which were eaten and enjoyed by 
birds like bulbuls and scarlet minivets, who  moved 
quickly in and out of the green leaves.
One afternoon, Rakesh and  grandfather sat under 
the cherry tree. They kept talking about the pretty 
dancing leaves and the amount of shade the tree 
gives.
Grandfather went inside the cottage but Rakesh lay 
down under the tree, looking at the sky through the 
leaves , he could see the mountains as if they were 
walking with long steps into the clouds. Rakesh sat 
there till evening , later grandfather also joined him 
until it was dark. 



Page number 35
Explanation

Rakesh asked grandfather that why did he like 
the cherry tree so much that he wanted to see it 
only ,when there were so many trees in the 
forest. 
Grandfather replied that the tree was special 
because they planted it themselves. 

At the end, Rakesh wondered what it felt like a 
God. He was surprised by how a small seed he 
planted had grown into a beautiful tree that 
provided fruit, shade , shelter to everyone. He 
considered it as a miracle that he had 
performed and was happy that his effort had 
been fulfilled.



GOOD JOB!

• LET’S BEGIN WRITING WORK NOW.

• I HOPE YOU REMEMBER THERE ARE TWO 

NOTEBOOKS FOR ENGLISH. ONE FOR 

LANGUAGE AND ANOTHER FOR 

LITERATURE .

• OPEN YOUR LITERATURE NOTEBOOK.



PROSE 
THE CHERRY TREE 
BY RUSKIN BOND

Pre- Reading Activity

( Write/ draw/paste the given slide in your notebook)

Characters- Rakesh and his Grandfather
Setting - Outskirts of Mussoorie
Point of view- Third person , narrator or the author is telling the 
story.
Theme- Care for animals and plants . It has 
underlying themes of Struggle, Dedication, Pride, Growth and 
Responsibility
Mood- Feeling of love for nature and happiness
Plot- Rakesh plants a seed that faces a lot of difficulties before 
growing into a cherry tree.

Elements of the Prose- The Cherry Tree

To be written in 
Literature notebook



REFERENCE TO CONTEXT
( Try writing answers , as done in class transaction, where the teacher guides you while taking rounds in the classroom.  It 

would be appreciable if you can write enhanced or better answers. Following are sample answers to help you)

2. ‘Nothing is lucky if you put it away. If you want luck, you must put it to some use.’

a. Who said this and to whom?

Answers- Grandfather said this to Rakesh.

b. What was the speaker referring to?

Answer- Rakesh’s grandfather was referring to the cherry seed that Rakesh had with him.

c. How did the person being spoken to ‘put it to some use?’

Answer- Rakesh put it to some use by planting it into the ground.

3. ‘ Come back when you are butterfly,’ he said.

a. Who said this and to whom?

Answer- Rakesh said this to a hairy caterpillar.

To be written in 
Literature notebook



b. Why did the speaker not want the creature to stay?

Answer- Rakesh did not want the caterpillar to stay because it was  feasting on the cherry tree’s leaves. 

c. What does this line tell you about the speaker?

Answer- This line tell us that Rakesh was a kind boy. Though the caterpillar was feasting on the cherry 
tree’s leaves , he did not want to harm it.

4. ……he could see the mountain striding away into the clouds.

a. Who is referred to as ‘he’ in this line?

Answer- Rakesh is referred to as he in this line. 

b. From where could ‘he’ see the mountain?

Answer- Rakesh could see the mountain from where he lay under the cherry tree. 

c. What does the expression ‘striding away into the clouds’ mean?

Answer- The expression striding away into the cloud means that the range of mountains extended a great 
distance up to the horizon, where they were covered by the clouds. It appeared as if the mountains ended 
in the clouds.

To be written in Literature notebook



READ, REFLECT AND WRITE
5. How did Rakesh and his grandfather spend the winter evenings?

Answer- In the winter evenings , grandfather and Rakesh used to sit by a  charcoal fire. Grandfather 

would tell Rakesh stories about people who turned into animals and in turn Rakesh would read to him from 

the newspaper. 

6. Rakesh thought that the cherry tree had died on two occasions. Narrate the incident briefly.

Answer- Rakesh thought that the cherry tree had died on two occasions , when a goat had eaten all its 

leaves, and when a woman had chopped off half the tree while cutting the grass . 

7. What question does Rakesh ask at the end of the story? What do you think he means by the 

question?

Answer- At the end of the story, Rakesh wondered what it felt to be God. He was amazed by how a small 

seed, he had planted had grown into a beautiful tree that provided fruits, shade and shelter to everyone. 

He considered it as a miracle that he  had performed and was happy that his efforts had been fulfilled.

To be written in Literature notebook



HOME WORK
(Write  answers of the following questions in your own words in your 

literature notebook)

8. Would you consider Rakesh and his grandfather to be nature lovers ?Why do you think it is 

important to plant trees.  

9. ‘ Nothing is lucky if you put it away. If you want luck , you must put it to some use.’ Give an 

example of your own to illustrate this quote. 

To be written in Literature notebook




